Cardiac tamponade as a delayed presentation of Neisseria meningitidis infection in a 5-month-old infant.
This is a case of a 5-month-old female infant diagnosed with primary meningococcal pericarditis. Pericarditis is a well-recognized but uncommon complication of meningococcal infection. Primary meningococcal pericarditis, defined as purulent pericarditis without any clinical evidence of disseminated meningococcemia, meningitis, or other foci of meningococcal infection, is exceedingly rare, with only 21 reported cases since the first case was reported in 1939. This case report of primary meningococcal pericarditis is the youngest case and only the second case reported in an infant in the English literature to date.